NATIONAL CONCLAVE & POLICY DIALOGUE ON UNIVERSAL DRUG
SUSCEPTIBILITY TESTING USING tNGS FOR TUBERCULOSIS

Jawaharlal Institute of Postgraduate Medical Education and Research, Puducherry, India

DAY 1: PRE-CONCLAVE WORKSHOP
23" SEPTEMBER, WEDNESDAY, 2026, APJ ABDUL KALAM AUDITORIUM, JIPMER
3:00 pm - 3:30 pm Registration
Workshop: Understanding tNGS for Universal Drug Susceptibility Testing in TB

Understanding tNGS for Universal Drug-Resistance Detection: From Sample to Resistance

Profile

Dr. Muthuraj. M, Head of Department, State Intermediate Reference Laboratory (IRL),
Government Hospital for Chest Diseases, Puducherry.

From Resistance Profile to Treatment Decision: Clinical Interpretation of tNGS Results
Dr. R. Manju, Professor, Department of Pulmonary Medicine, JIPMER, Puducherry.

4:30 pm - 4:45 pm Q & A/ Discussion

3:30 pm - 4:00 pm

4:00 pm - 4:30 pm

HIGH TEA | 4:45 pm - 5:00 pm




NATIONAL CONCLAVE & POLICY DIALOGUE ON UNIVERSAL DRUG
SUSCEPTIBILITY TESTING USING tNGS FOR TUBERCULOSIS

Jawaharlal Institute of Postgraduate Medical Education and Research, Puducherry, India

DAY 2: NATIONAL CONCLAVE
24" SEPTEMBER, THURSDAY, 2026, APJ ABDUL KALAM AUDITORIUM, JIPMER

09:00 am - 09:30 am Registration

Session |: Universal Drug Susceptibility Testing in TB: Current Landscape, Gaps and Clinical Need
Chairs: Dr. Sonali Sarkar, Professor, Department of Preventive and Social Medicine, JIPMER.

Dr. Anil Jacob Purty, Chairman, National Task Force, NTEP & HOD, Department of Community Medicine, PIMS,
Puducherry.

Speaker 1: Universal Drug Susceptibility Testing and its relevance in TB - Dr. Kavita Vasudevan, TB
09:30 am - 10:00 am |Zonal Task Force, Professor & Head, Department of Community Medicine, Indira Gandhi Medical
College & Research Institute, Puducherry.

Speaker 2: Pitfalls in the genetic diagnosis of TB: A clinician’s dilemma - Dr. Balamugesh T,
Professor and Head, Department of Pulmonary Medicine, Christian Medical College, Vellore

10:30 am — 10:45 am |Q & A/ Discussion

10:00 am — 10.30 am

TEA BREAK | 10:45 am — 11:00 am

Session Il: Genome Sequencing for Mycobacterium tuberculosis in India: Evidence and Opportunities
Chairs: Dr. Reena Gulati, Professor, Department of Pediatrics, JIPMER, Puducherry.

Dr. Dharm Prakash Dwivedi, Professor and Head, Department of Pulmonary Medicine, JIPMER, Puducherry.

Speaker 1: Genomic Surveillance for TB Drug-Resistance Detection: Laboratory Perspectives
11:00 am - 11:30 pm and opportunities - Dr. Noyal Maria Joseph, Professor, Department of Microbiology, JIPMER,
Puducherry.

Speaker 2: Lesson from global implementation of UDST for TB - Dr. Palanivel C, Professor,
Department of Preventive and Social Medicine, JIPMER, Puducherry.

Speaker 3: From Genomic Resistance Profiles to Precision Treatment of Drug-Resistant TB - Dr.
12:00 pm —12:30 pm Rohit Kumar, Associate Professor, Department of Pulmonary Medicine, Vardhman Mahavir
Medical College and Safdarjung Hospital, New Delhi.

12:30 pm —12:45 pm Q & A/ Discussion

LUNCH BREAK| 12:45 pm — 2:00 pm

11:30 pm —12:00 pm

The Inaugural Ceremony Will Be Graced By The Presence Of
Shri N. Rangasamy Hon’ble Chief Minister, Union Territory Of Puducherry

02.00 PM - 04.30 PM

TEA BREAK | 04:30 PM - 04:45 PM

Session Ill: Technology, Innovation and Health-System Readiness for tNGS implementation
Chairs: Representatives from the Central TB Division, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India.

Dr. Pajanivel R, Professor & Head, Department of Pulmonary Medicine, Mahatma Gandhi Medical College &
Research Institute, Puducherry.

Speaker 1: Operational hurdles in the implementation of NTEP - Dr. C. Venkatesh, State TB
Officer, National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme, Puducherry.

04:45 pm —05:15 pm

Speaker 2: From Innovation to Scale: Health-System and Financing Pathways for Sustainable
05:15 pm — 05:45 pm implementation of tNGS - Mr. Hemang Jani, Senior Advisor to the Executive Director, The World
Bank, Washington, D.C. (Online)

Speaker 3: Role of development partners — Shri Nandish R. Pethani - Principal Advisor, Health
05:45 pm — 06:15 pm Policy Research Tata Memorial Centre, Mumbai & Chief Mentor, Policy Resilience Foundation
(PRF)

06:15 pm —06:30 pm Q & A/ Discussion

CULTURAL EVENING & GALA DINNER - 07:00 PM ONWARDS




NATIONAL CONCLAVE & POLICY DIALOGUE ON UNIVERSAL DRUG
SUSCEPTIBILITY TESTING USING tNGS FOR TUBERCULOSIS

Jawaharlal Institute of Postgraduate Medical Education and Research, Puducherry, India

DAY 3: POLICY AND IMPLEMENTATION
25" SEPTEMBER, FRIDAY, 2026, APJ ABDUL KALAM AUDITORIUM, JIPMER
Session IV: Enabling tNGS Implementation: Evidence, Policy Financing and Scale-Up
Chairs: Dr. S. Sevvel, Director, Directorate of Health and Family Welfare Services & Mission Director, National Health

Mission, Government of Puducherry.

Dr. Kathiravan T, Professor, Department of Medicine, JIPMER, Puducherry.

Speaker 1: Targeted Next- Generation Sequencing for DR-TB Management: Evidence utility
09:30 am —10:00 am and Future Direction - Dr. Siva Kumar, Scientist E & Head, Department of Bacteriology, ICMR—
National Institute for Research in Tuberculosis, Chennai.

Speaker 2: Policy and financial pathways for genomic testing of MDR-TB - Dr. Sidhartha Giri,
Scientist-F, ICMR Headquarters, New Delhi

Speaker 3: TB Drug sensitivity: what more can be done with existing facility - Dr. Sanghamitra
10:30 am —11:00 am Pati, Director-in-Charge, ICMR-Regional Medical Research Centre, Bhubaneswar & Additional
Director General, ICMR, New Delhi.

11:00 am —11:15 am Q & A/ Discussion

10:00 am — 10:30 am

TEA BREAK]|11:15 am — 11:30 am
Reflections by Development partners
¢ Shri Nandish R. Pethani -Principal Advisor, Health Policy Research Tata Memorial Centre,
Mumbai & Chief Mentor, Policy Resilience Foundation (PRF)
e Ms. Archna Vyas — Director, India Office, Gates Foundation
11:30 am — 01:30 pm ® Representatives fr9m the Central TB Division, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare,
Government of India.
¢ Dr. Sanghamitra Pati, Director-in-Charge, ICMR-Regional Medical Research Centre,
Bhubaneswar & Additional Director General, ICMR, New Delhi.
o Dr. S. Sevvel, Director, Directorate of Health and Family Welfare Services & Mission Director,
National Health Mission, Government of Puducherry.
LUNCH BREAK|01:30 pm - 02:15 pm
Session V: Panel Discussion — Roadmap for a Pilot implementation of tNGS for Drug-Resistant TB Testing within NTEP
Chairs: Dr. Aneeshkumar A.G., Staff Scientist-V, National Institute of Immunology, New Delhi.
Dr. Dhiraj Kumar, Group Leader, Cellular Immunology Group, International Centre for Genetic Engineering and
Biotechnology, New Delhi.
Panel Members: Dr. S. Sivakumar, Scientist E & Head, Department of Bacteriology, ICMR—
National Institute for Research in Tuberculosis, Chennai
Shri. Nandish R. Pethani, Principal Advisor, Health Policy Research Tata
Memorial Centre, Mumbai & Chief Mentor, Policy Resilience Foundation (PRF)
Dr. M. Muthuraj, Head of Department, State Intermediate Reference
02:15 pm — 04:00 pm Laboratory (IRL), Government Hospital for Chest Diseases, Puducherry.
Dr. C. Venkatesh, State TB Officer, National Tuberculosis Elimination
Programme, Puducherry
Dr. Kavita Vasudevan, TB Zonal Task Force, Professor & Head, Department of
Community Medicine, Indira Gandhi Medical College & Research Institute,
Puducherry.
Along with Representatives from the Central TB Division, Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare, Government of India.
The Valedictory Ceremony Will Be Graced By The Presence of
04:00 pm — 06:00 pm | Shri K. Kailashnathan, I.A.S, Hon’ble Lieutenant Governor, Union Territory Of
Puducherry
HIGH TEA / DEPARTURE OF GUESTS |06.00 pm - 06:15pm

END OF MEETING

Note: Each speaker will be allotted 20 minutes: 15 minutes for presentation and 5 minutes for Q&A. Each session
will have a common Q&A for 15 minutes.




