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JIPMER Conducts Comprehensive Women’s
Health Camp at Gingee, under the Prime
Minister’s Flagship Programme “Swasth Nari,
Sashakt Parivar Abhiyaan”

Posted On: 26 SEP 2025 3:46PM by PIB Chennai

Taking forward Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s mission “Swasth Nari,
Sashakt Parivar Abhiyaan”, JIPMER conducted a Comprehensive Medical Camp at
Gingee, Villupuram District, Tamil Nadu.

Senior local bureaucrats and JIPMER officials participated in the event. Their
participation underscored the collective effort of government, community, and
institution in bringing healthcare closer to the people.



The camp witnessed over 700-800 women from Gingee and nearby villages coming
forward to receive a wide range of healthcare services. The initiative emphasized
preventive and promotive healthcare, ensuring that essential services reached
rural women at their doorsteps.

Key Services Provided

Maternal and Child Health Services — Antenatal, postnatal, and child health check-
ups with counselling.

Blood Donation Drive — Mobilizing voluntary donors for lifesaving support.
Tuberculosis Screening — Early detection and treatment referral.

Specialist Consultations — Eye, ENT, Dental and Geriatric care.

Organ Donation Awareness — Promoting lifesaving awareness among families.
Mental Health Counselling — Addressing psychological wellbeing.

“Eat Right” Campaign — Nutrition and lifestyle education.

ABHA, PMJAY, and Vay Vandana Card Generation — Extending digital health and
social security coverage.

Beneficiaries of the camp shared heartfelt feedback, expressing that such outreach
from a premier institute has brought specialist care within their reach. Many
women highlighted that beyond medical treatment, the reassurance and guidance
they received have strengthened their confidence to take charge of their own health
and wellbeing.

Importantly, the camp also provided valuable insights into the health adherence
patterns, treatment-seeking behaviour, and nutritional as well as mental health
needs of the rural community — especially women — that are challenging their
comprehensive health. Through “Swasth Nari, Sashakt Parivar Abhiyaan”, we are
able to identify these factors at the ground level, enabling targeted interventions
and ensuring that healthcare delivery is more responsive, inclusive, and impactful
for underserved populations.

Link: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=2171713
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‘BCG reduces
newborn deaths
if administered
right after birth’

DEBJANI DUTTA @ Puducherry

A study led by JIPMER, Puduch-
erry, found that administering
the BCG vaccine right after
birth significantly reduces new-
born deaths, especially among
low-birth-weight infants. .
The research conducted by
Professor Dr Bethou Adhisivam
of JIPMER’s Neonatology de-
partment and his team, along
with other doctors from hospi-
tals in Chennai and Pondicher-
ry, and researchers from Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, has
been published in the British
Medical Journal (BMJ). '
Researchers found that pro-
viding BCG (Danish strain) and
the oral polio vaccine (OPV)
within the first 48 hours of life
reduced newborn deaths by
17%, and deaths from infections
by almost half. :
Traditionally, fragile or sick
newborns weighing less than
2,000 grams receive the BCG
vaccine only at the time of hos-
pital discharge. The study,
which tracked 5,420 babies, dem-
onstrated that early vaccination
boosts immunity against life-
threatening infections during
the first weeks of the most vul-
nerable period. I
“One in every 21 babies vac-
cinated early survived who oth-
erwise might not have,” said Dr
Adhisivam. Public health ex-
perts say the results could influ- .
ence global vaccination policies,
including World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) recommenda-
tions, by emphasising the im-
portance of giving BCG on'
time. 0y




TIMES NATION

THE TIMES OF INDIA, CHENNAI | SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2025

BCG, oral polio vax reduce infections,
deaths in low birth weight newborns

Pushpa.Narayan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The BCG vaccine,
given to provide protection
against tuberculosis, and
the oral polio vaccine given
within 48 hours of birth can
reduce infections and de-
aths in newborn babies we-
ighingless than 2kg, a study
by the Jawaharlal Institute
of Postgraduate Medical
Education and Research has
shown.

The national immuniza-
tion schedule recommends
oral polio, BCG, and hepati-
tis-B vaccination at birth,
yetonly 52.6% of children in
Indiareceived BCG vaccina-
tion on time, according to
WHO and UNICEF estima-
tes of immunization covera-
geforIndiain 2021.

For this study, scientists
screened 7,067 newborns we-
ighingless than 2kg who we-
re admitted to the NICU and
selected 5,420 infants for the
randomized control study
after ruling out children
who hadtakenthevaccineor
those with immune disor-

POWERING

Eligibility | Newborns with a birth weight
<2,000g admitted to the NICU

THROUGH
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Early Vaccination Group | Received BCG and
OPV within 48 hours of NICU admission
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» Institute of Obstetrics:
and Gynaecology in

Chennai

Severe childhood
e tuberculosis
OPV-0 (oral polio ek
vaccine, zero dose) Polio
Hepatitis B (birth dose) | Hepatitis B

ders, malformations, andde-
ath. Of the remaining 5,420
children, 2,714 received the
allocated early BCG-OPV
vaccination (2 babies were
unwell and four received the
BCG Russian strain instead
of BCGDanish). :

Meanwhile, 2,706 child-
ren received delayed BCG-
OPV vaccination — 1,588 re-
ceived the BCG Danish and
OPYV atlessthan 28 days, and
1,241 received the vaccine
within 24 hours of dischar-
ge.

Analysis published in

the open-access British Me-
dical Journal showed babies
in the early vaccination gro-
up had a 17% lower risk of
death. There were 8.5% (238)
deaths in the early vaccina-
tion group compared to
10.1% in the control group
(273). For every 21 babies
whoreceived the early vacei-

nation, one death was pre-
vented, said the study’s first

author, Dr Adhisivam B,
Professor of Neonatology,
JIPMER, Puducherry. “Whi-
le the vaccination is given

only to prevent TBand polio,

we saw a reduction in all in- |
fections.Injust-borns,infec-
tions are among the leading
causes of death,” he said. |
Neonatal mortality in India !
is 24.9 deaths per 1,000 live !
births. Data show common |
causesof deathareprematu-
rity (baby born before 37
complete weeks of gesta-
tion), sepsis (infection), and
asphyxia (baby not breat-

hing at birth). Since the im-

mune system of neonates,
especially preterm babies, is
not well developed, they are
prone to infections easily,
and chances of dying due to
sepsis are higher compared
to older children oradults.

Increasing antimicrobi-
alresistance adds to the pro-
blem, the authors said. In
the study, the early vaccina-
tion group had a 47% lower
risk of death from infection
compared to the control gro- -
up. There were no deaths
from tuberculosis in either
group and no serious side ef-
fects linked to vaccination,
said the study’s correspon-
ding author, Dr Frank
Shann.
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