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JIPMER hosts 19th National Conference of Indian Academy of Tropical
Parasitology

Puducherry: The 19th National Conference of the Indian Academy of Tropical
Parasitology (IATP) - TROPACON 2025 - began at JIPMER here on Thursday,
bringing together experts to deliberate on parasitic diseases and public health
challenges.

Inaugurating the event, IATP President and former JIPMER Director Prof S.C.
Parija said parasitic and zoonotic infections continue to remain a major public
health concern, stressing the need for capacity building in parasitology
laboratories through infrastructure, diagnostic platforms, biosafety standards
and continuous training.

On the occasion, Dr M.G.R. University Vice-Chancellor Prof S. Geethalakshmi
released the German edition of Lehrbuch Der Parasitiren Zoonosen (Textbook
of Parasitic Zoonoses) edited by Prof Parija and Prof Abhijt Chaudhury, and
published by Springer Nature.

Organising chairman Prof Rakesh Singh said the three-day conference features
12 symposia and four workshops with participation from over 70 speakers and
chairpersons. About 200 delegates from across the country are attending.

Experts will discuss topics such as climate change and parasitology,
leishmaniasis, congenital toxoplasmosis, zoonotic malaria, uncommon
parasitic infections, women in parasitology, and advances in omics.

The IATP's Dr S.C. Parija Oration Award was conferred on Prof Sumeeta
Khurana of PGIMER, Chandigarh, while the Springer-Parija South-East Asia
Award went to Prof Abhay R. Satoskar of Ohio State University for his work on
a leishmaniasis vaccine. Prof Tapashi Ghosh was conferred the fellowship of
IATP.

Awards for publications, oral and thesis presentations, chapter activities and
quizzes for students will also be presented during the congress, organisers said.

Link: https://www.dinamalar.com/news/kalvimalar-news-en/39swasth-
nari-sashakt-parivar-abhiyaan39-launched-at-jipmer/57311
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JIPMER hosts the19th National Conference of
the Indian Academy of Tropical Parasitology -
TROPACON 2025
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The inauguration function of the 19t National Conference of Indian Academy of Tropical Parasitology (IATP) -
TROPACON 2025, organised by the Department of Microbiology, JIPMER, was held today at JIPMER. Prof S.C.
Parija, President, IATP and former Director, JIPMER, the chief guest stated that many parasitic diseases
including the zoonotic are infections of public health importance. In this context, there is need for capacity
building in a parasitology laboratory that requires a multifaceted approach. This integrates infrastructure
development, diagnostic platforms, bio safety standards, and continuous professional training. The Indian
Academy of Tropical Parasitology, a professional body of parasitologists in the country provides leadership in
guiding these efforts. Prof S. Geethalakshmi, Vice Chancellor of Dr. M.G.R. University, Maduravoyal, Chennai
released the “Lehrbuch Der Parasitdiren Zoonosen“ the German edition of textbook of Parasitic Zoonoses, edited
by Prof Subhash Chandra Parija and Prof Abhijt Chaudhury and published by Springer, Nature. Prof Ujjala
Ghoshal, Secretary, IATP also participated in the programme.

Prof Rakesh Singh, the Organising chairman of the Congress, mentioned that the conference has brought
together over 70 distinguished speakers and chairpersons across 12 symposia and 4 workshops, making it one
of the academic congregations in parasitology in India. It was attended by 200 delegates across India. Prof
Rahul Dhodapkar, Head of Microbiology, Dr Rakhi Biswas, Organizing Secretary and Dr M. Noyal were
supported by a dedicated team of faculty, residents, and postgraduate students who participated in various
conference activities.

In the conference, the eminent experts are deliberating on important topics such as climate change and
parasitology, leishmaniasis, congenital toxoplasmosis, women empowerment in the field of parasitology, IATP-
HIPRA Symposium on Intellectual Property Rights, one health surveillance, host gut microbiome, zoonotic
malaria, parasitic infections of the renal system, uncommon parasitic infections, and advances in omics.

This year, the IATP prestigious Dr S.C. Parija oration award was presented to Prof Sumeeta Khurana, PGIMER,
Chandigarh for her work on Free-living amoebae and Springer-Parija South-East Asia award was awarded to
Prof Abhay R Satoskar, Ohio State University, Ohio for his work on leishmaniasis vaccine. IATP Fellow was

conferred to Prof Tapashi Ghosh. Apart from this, other awards for publications and oral presentations, best
thesis awards, best IATP chapter award, and quiz awards for undergraduate and postgraduates will be
distributed during the Congress.
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Link: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=2168062
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