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Experts stress need for early
identification of elder abuse
signs, timely intervention

The Hindu Bureau
PUDUCHERRY

The importance of early
identification of signs of el-
der abuse was stressed
during a day-long pro-
gramme organised by the
Department of Geriatric
Medicine, Jipmer and Help
Age India, in connection
with World Elder Abuse
Awareness Day 2025
recently.

According to a press
note, the 2025 edition of
the observance, themed,
“Be Bold: Age with Atti-
tude,” aimed at sensitising
the senior citizens, public
and caregivers to the grow-
ing concern of elder abuse
and the importance of pre-
vention, reporting, and of-
fering legal protection.

Risk factors :
G. Venugopalan, Associate
Professor, Department of
Geriatric Medicine, Jipmer,
who elaborated on the
forms of elder abuse and
risk factors, stressed the
need for early identifica-
tion and timely interven-
tion. :
Fromsi Lukose, Social
Service Officer, focused on
various prevention strate-

gies and highlighted the

role of families, caregivers,

Educational handouts on forms of elder abuse were distributed

during observance of World Elder Abuse Awareness Day hosted at
Jipmer recently. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

and society in creating a
safe and respectful envi-
ronment for the elderly.
She also stressed the im-
portance of empowering
older persons to speak up
and seek help when need-
ed.

Addressing a session on
legal aspects and social
protection of elders, Venu-
gopal Ramalingam, Direc-
tor, HelpAge India, Pudu-
cherry and Cuddalore,
outlined the several legal
provisions and support
systems available for pro-
tection of the elderly and
urged stakeholders to util-
ise them effectively.

Pamphlets on abuse

As part of the programme,
educational handouts
were distributed to pro-
mote awareness on elder
abuse prevention and the

helpline 14567. ;

The pamphlets illustrat-
ed the various ways in
which the problem manif-
ests — physical harm, emo-
tional harassment, depriv-
ation, verbal and
nonverbal abuse causing
mental distress, and finan-
cial or sexual forms of
abuse.

Among the typical signs
of elder abuse are unex-
plained injuries or bruises,
changes in behaviour or
mood, financial distress,
poor hygiene or nutrition
and isolation from friends
and family. Victims were
also urged to report in-
stances of abuse to doc-
tors, social workers, or
NGOs.

Around 80 elderly peo-
ple and their caregivers be-
nefited from the event, the
press note said.
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"ﬁuducherry: The Jawaharlal Institute %f Postgraﬁte
Medical Education and Research launched today the
Bharat Health Initiative for Sahyog, Hita & Maitri
Cube— a lightweight, mobile emergency medical unit
built on TCCC & ATLS protocols to support up to 200
casualties — under the Union Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare. The inaugural event, held at JIPMER’s

' SSB Annex Entrance of, was presided over by Collector
A Kulothungan in presence of other dignitaries. ENS
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World Elder Abuse Awareness Day 2025
Observed at JIPMER

Posted On: 17 JUN 2025 5:43PM by PIB Chennai

The Department of Geriatric Medicine, JIPMER and Help Age India observed World Elder Abuse
Awareness Day 2025 on Monday, 16th June 2025 with a public awareness program held at the
Screening OPD Block, JIPMER. The event aimed to sensitize the senior citizens, public & caregivers
about the growing concern of elder abuse and the importance of prevention, reporting, and legal
protection. In this event, Dr. Venugopalan G. Associate Professor, Department of Geriatric Medicine,
JIPMER, elaborated on the forms of elder abuse, risk factors, and the need for early identification and
timely intervention.

Ms. Fromsi Lukose, Social Service Officer, spoke on prevention strategies, highlighting the role of
families, caregivers, and society in creating a safe and respectful environment for the elderly. She also
stressed the importance of empowering older persons to speak up and seek help when needed. The
session on legal aspects and social protection of elders was addressed by Mr. Venugopal Ramalingam,
Director, HelpAge India, Puducherry & Cuddalore. He outlined the various legal provisions and support
systems available for elder protection and urged stakeholders to utilize them effectively.

Around 80 older people and their caregivers attended and benefited from the event. The program
concluded with distribution of educational handouts to promote awareness on elder abuse prevention
and the Elder helpline number 14567 was also emphasised.

The observance reflected JIPMER's continued commitment to the health, dignity, and rights of senior
citizens.
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JIPMER Inaugurates State-of-the-Art BHISHM
Cube for Disaster Management

Posted On: 18 JUN 2025 8:52PM by PIB Chennai

Jawaharlal Institute of Postgraduate Medical Education and Research (JIPMER)
today marked a significant advancement in disaster preparedness with the
inauguration of the BHISHM Cube (Bharat Health Initiative for Sahyog, Hita &
Maitri), a mobile emergency medical unit designed to provide swift and
comprehensive care during natural and man-made disasters. This initiative, under
the Arogya Maitri Project of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government
of India, exemplifies India’s commitment to enhancing healthcare resilience and
emergency response, especially in regions vulnerable to large-scale emergencies
such as those in southern India.
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The inauguration ceremony, held at the SSB Annex Entrance, JIPMER,
Puducherry, was presided over by Shri A. Kulothungan, 1.A.S., the District
Collector of Puducherry, in the presence of Dr. V. Ravichandran, Director of the
Directorate of Health and Family Welfare Services, Puducherry, and Dr. Vir Singh
Negi, Director of JIPMER, along with other dignitaries. A detailed demonstration of
the BHISHM Cube’s capabilities was led by Dr. Tanmay Roy, Retired Chief Surgeon
of the Armed Forces of India, in collaboration with the technical team from HLL
Lifecare Limited, the implementing agency for the project. Their presentation
offered valuable insight into the Cube’s modular design, medical capabilities, and
operational readiness, and provided hands-on training to the attending doctors,
nurses, and disaster management personnel.
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The BHISHM Cube is equipped with a wide array of life-saving tools including
defibrillators, portable ultrasound, infusion pumps, surgical and anaesthesia
stations, blood and fluid warming systems, and advanced triage modules. Each
cube is compact, weighing under 20 kilograms, and can be manually transported
or deployed using drones, boats, or vehicles. Built on Tactical Combat Casualty
Care (TCCC) and Advanced Trauma Life Support (ATLS) protocols, the BHISHM
Cube is engineered to function with minimal reliance on existing infrastructure,
allowing rapid deployment even in the most challenging terrains. Two mother
cubes form a full trauma response brick, capable of supporting up to 200
casualties and providing treatment within the golden hour—a critical factor in
saving lives during disasters. JIPMER will be hosting two such sets of cubes in its
disaster stock pile.

During the session, four doctors and two nurses nominated by the Puducherry
Health Department, along with officers deputed from the State Disaster
Management Cell, actively participated in the operational demo. Their involvement
emphasized the importance of a coordinated multi-agency approach to disaster
response. The demonstration not only showcased the clinical and logistical
strengths of the cube but also laid the foundation for local capacity building and
disaster readiness.

With this installation, JIPMER takes a pivotal step forward in aligning with
national disaster management goals and international best practices. The BHISHM
Cube represents a convergence of cutting-edge medical technology, strategic
mobility, and humanitarian intent, delivering a made-in India, ready-for-the-world
solution. It stands as a testament to India’s proactive health diplomacy and a
model of integrated, deployable care systems for emergency preparedness.
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