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Government sent the right
message to world through
Operation Sindoor, says V-P

’

People have to believe in nationalism and the political class must remain united on all national

The Hindu Bureau
PUDUCHERRY

ice  President
~Jagdeep Dhank-
har on Monday
said the Central
governiment was able to
send the right kind of mes-
sage to the world with the
successful launch of Opera-
tion Sindoor against Pakis-
tan as a retaliation to the
terror attack in Pahalgam
at Jammu and Kashmir.
Addressing  students
and faculty of Jawaharlal
Institute of Postgraduate
Medical Education and Re-
search  (JIPMER), Mr
Dhankhar said the govern-
ment was able to send the
message that the country
was peace loving but at the
same time would not toler-
ate terror attacks on its
land.

By ending the retaliato-

ry strike after destroying
the terror camps, the
country could also send a
message that it was not in-
terested in engaging in a
war, the Vice President
said.

“About two months
back, all of us were con-
cerned, worried and trau-
matised. The world’s most
peace-loving nation, a na-
tion that has never en-
gaged in expansionism,
was attacked by terrorists.

issues, Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar said at a programme held at Jipmer in Puducherry

Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar addressing students and faculty members at Jawaharlal Institute of
Postgraduate Medical Education and Research on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The world’s most
peace-loving nation, a
nation that has never
engaged in
expansionism, was
attacked by terrorists

JAGDEEP DHANKHAR
Vice-President

The Prime Minister pro-
mised the nation to avenge
the terror attack and our

" armed forces hit Pakistan

deep. It was calibrated,
precise and calculated. Be-

cause war is not a solution
as hinted by the Prime Mi-
nister we agreed to the cea-
sefire,” the Vice President
said.

‘Nation first’

For any nation to progress,
he said peace was an es-
sential aspect and peace
comes with a position of
strength. The best guaran-
tee to peace is that the na-
tion was ever prepared for
war and that comes when
the national mindset re-
mains as nation first. Peo-
ple have to believe in na-
tionalism and political

class remain united on na-
tional issues, he said.

“I appeal to everyone,
particularly those in the
political class of the coun-
try that issues, of national-
ism and national security
are beyond political par-
ties and interests. I am
happy to note that Prime
Minister’s decision to send
multiparty delegation has
evoked the right kind of
response,” he said.

Lieutenant Governor K.
Kailashnathan and Chief
Minister N. Rangasamy al-
so addressed the students
and faculty.




EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
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CALLING for national unity on
matters of security and
development,Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar on Monday
stressed that issues of national-
ism and national security tran-
scend political boundaries. In-
teracting with students and
faculty at JIPMER, he lauded
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s decision to send an all-par-
ty delegation of Members of
Parliament abroad, terming it
a ‘visionary step’ that received
a positive response, both na-
tionally and internationally.

“All political parties con-
verged. That is the Bharat we
need—united every day on mat-
ters of national security and
national development. I am
sure this initiative will go a
long way,” the Vice President
said.

Dhankhar hailed the success
of Operation Sindoor, stating
that the April 22 Pahalgam ter-
ror attack challenged India’s
ethos. He praised the Armed
Forces for a calibrated re-
sponse, citing strikes on Jaish-
e-Mohammad and Lashkar-e-
Taiba bases in Muridke and
Bahawalpur. Highlighting In-
dia’s zero-tolerance policy on
terrorism, he emphasised di-
plomacy over war, asserting
that the world now sees a bold,
confident Bharat focused on in-
digenous defence production.
“For any progress, peace is an
essential aspect and peace
comes from a position of
strength. The best guarantee to
peace is that we are ever pre-
pared for war and that comes
when the national mindset is
nation first. We have to believe
in our nationalism”, he added.
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Nationalism, nat’l security transcend
po,litical boundaries: V-P Dhankhar

‘Peace is essential for progress and comes from a position of strength’ CM seeks V- P’

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar, Lieutenant Governor K Kailashnathan and CM N
Rangasamy attend the ‘Role of Environmental Sustainability in Building the Nation’
event at JIPMER in Puducherry on Monday | exeress

Vice-prez plants saplings
to honour his parents

PUDUCHERRY: Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar modified
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
“Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” campaign
by planting not one, but two
saplings—one in the name of his
mother Kesari Devi and another in
the name of his father Gokul
Chand—at the Jawaharlal
Institute of Postgraduate Medical
Education and Research (JIPMER)
in Puducherry. The tree plantation
was part of a function organised
by JIPMER to mark the campaign,
which was launched by the Prime
Minister on World Environment
Day (June 5) to encourage citizens
to plant trees in honour of their
mothers. Speaking on the
occasion, Dhankhar, said that
being from a legal background, he
felt it would be discriminatory to
honour only one parent. “I did not
want to discriminate between my
parents,” he said. “That is why |
planted two saplings—one for my
mother and one for my father.

Turning to healthcare,
Dhankhar described Ayush-
man Bharat as a major game-

changer, stressing the urgent
need for expanding the
workforce.

“We need more doctors, nurs-
es, paramedical staff, diagnos-
tic centres, medicine outlets,
and greater research,” he stat-
ed. He called for the rapid de-
velopment of hospitals and
healthcare centres in both pub-
lic and private sectors to meet
the growing demands.

Highlighting the link be-
tween health and national
growth, he remarked, “A per-
son may be talented and com-
mitted to serving society, but
without good health, they be-
come an object of sympathy. Fit
India is the only answer—and
you are its watchdogs.”

Lt Governor K Kailashnath-
an said that Puducherry will
be turned into a healthcare and
medical education hub,
stressing that Puducherry al-
ready has 10 prestigious medi-
cal institutions, with JIPMER
leading the way. The govern-

~ ment is also making efforts to

boost health tourism, including
the proposed expansion of the
Puducherry airport to enhance
connectivity. .

statehood forUT

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Puducherry

IN a fresh appeal to the centre
for granting full statehood to
Puducherry, Chief Minister N
Rangasamy has urged Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankar to
raise the issue of statehood
with higher ups in the Union
government to help Puduch-
erry move toward a better qual-
ity of life and faster economic
growth.

In a memorandum to the
Vice President on Monday,
Rangasamy highlighted the
limitations faced by Puduch-
erry’s elected government in
executing development initia-
tives and underscored the long
standing demand for statehood
that has received unanimous
support across party lines in
the Assembly.

“The earnest desire of all po-
litical parties, and more impor-
tantly, the people of Puduch-
erry, isthat the Union Territory
be granted statehood,” Ran-
gasamy said, emphasising that
the elected government func-
tions with restricted powers
under the Government of Un-
ion Territories Act, 1963, which
continues to limit the decision-
making capabilities of the
Council of Ministers despite
being democratically elected.

He pointed out that Puduch-
erry’s exclusion from the am-
bit of the Finance Commis-
sion, due to its UT with a
Legislative Assembly status

,has led to inadequate devolu
tion of funds.
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