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Affordable Supernova Stent: A Breakthrough in
Stroke Treatment from India

TNN | Nov 4, 2025,11.20 PM IST

Stroke stents are a critical medical solution, but they are also a
pricey alternative. Now, JIPMER Puducherry has completed
clinicals trials of mechanical thrombectomy or clot removal using
a locally made device stent retriever.

“We call it Supernova. It is expected to cost one-third of well-
known international products,” says Dr Sunil Narayan, professor &
head, department of neurology at JIPMER.

The stent, he adds, first engages and then retracts clots from
within blocked brain arteries enabling better recovery of patients.
“The first generation of catheters were aspiration catheters, the
second generation were stents and now the third generation are
a combination of the two.” Designed and patented by Indian-origin engineers and interventional radiologists in
the US (centrally directed by an Indian-origin professor from the University of Miami) and manufactured by
Gravity in the USA and Irills Gurutva in Hyderabad, the Supernova is a “revascularization device”.

“It is a self-expanding, laser cut stent retriever composed of nitinol, a nickel and titanium alloy that is super elastic
which makes it ideal for medical devices. The Supernova stent has small implantable components that increase
visibility under scans,” says Dr Narayan.

Apart from clinical trials at JIPMER Puducherry, the Supernova device has been used to treat stroke patients in
Pakistan and Thailand as part of clinical trials. It will be manufactured in India from next month. The trial results
were submitted to the drug controller general of India (DCGI) in Aug 2024 and have received approval for
sales.The trial results were also presented at the World Stroke Congress in Barcelona last week. “The aim is to
manufacture in India and make it available at low cost to lower income countries where the stroke burden is even
higher,” says Dr Narayan.

“The country’s contribution to more affordable treatment of stroke patients is well-established because of the
Tenecteplase thrombolysis drug, a biosimilar made in India which is as efficient and a bit safer (than international
options). It became the standard of stroke therapy first in Indian govt institutes and now in private hospitals,” says
Dr Nararan. The drug is also being exported to several foreign countries.

Link: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/affordable-supernova-stent-a-breakthrough-in-stroke-treatment-
from-india/articleshow/125090970.cms
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Jipmer hosts Indo-French campus
programme to spur academic ties

The Hindu Bureau
PUDUCHERRY

Jipmer hosted a Franco-In-
dian campus programme
on academic and research
collaboration in the field of
healthcare in association
with ILIADE (Innovation
through plants and artifi-
cial intelligence for India
and France), a consortium
of four French and four In-
dian institutes and univer-
sities.

A press note said the in-

itiative aimed to develop
cooperation in develop-
ment of academic and re-
search collaborations be-
sides exchange of faculty
and students for training
and mutual exposure to
conditions unique to the
healthcare themes of each
country.
. Etienne Holland-Piegue,
French Consul General,
and Antoine Guillemet,
French attaché for scientif-
ic and academic coopera-
tion in Bangalore, French
Institute in India, led the
programime.

Participants of a Franco-Indian campus programme hosted by Jipmer. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

M. Holland-Piegue,
while addressing the gath-
ering mentioned the long-
standing ties between the
two countries, especially
the three-hundred-year-
old ties with erstwhile Pon-
dicherry. What was Jipmer
now had evolved out of the
Ecole de Médicine esta-
blished nearly 200 years
ago, he pointed out.

The ILIADE project re-
flected many areas of com-
mon interest both in the
academic and research do-
mains that will enhance
the healthcare in both
countries.

The exchange mobilities

of students and faculty bet-
ween Jipmer and the mem-
ber French universities will
be a great avenue for Al-
driven advances in re-

~ search of the future and

medical innovation, he
said.

Learning experience

V.S. Negi, Jipmer Director,
highlighted the ample
scope for opportunities
through the ILIADE project
that sought to enhance the
learning experience of

French and Indian stu-

dents and researchers in
order to conduct high-end
research beneficial to the

s
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advancement of health-
care in both countries. He
also elaborated the facili-
ties that would be provided
to French invitees under
exchange programme of
the consortium project.

Reena Gulati, professor
of Paediatrics and princi-
pal coordinator of the
ILIADE project at Jipmer,
gave an overview of the
broad areas of training and
research in which collabo-
rative projects could be de-
veloped.

The ILIADE team also vi-
sited some departments
with common areas of in-
terest, the press note said.
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JIPMER, French institutes join hands for healthcare research
under ILIADE consortium

i‘g."r\l-_‘»r-}:']';E“'l .' \‘l»‘\“ \,

ADDED : [

Puducherry: The Jawaharlal Institute of Postgraduate Medical Education and
Research (JIPMER) hosted a Franco-Indian Campus programme on Tuesday to
promote academic and research collaboration in healthcare under the ILIADE
consortium — “Innovation through plants and artificial intelligence for India
and France.”

The ILIADE consortium comprises four French and four Indian universities and
institutes working to strengthen cooperation in research, training, and faculty
and student exchanges.

Speaking on the occasion, French Consul General in Puducherry Etienne
Holland-Piegue highlighted the centuries-old Indo-French relationship,
recalling the establishment of JIPMER nearly two centuries ago as 'Ecole de
Médicine de Pondichéry.' He said the ILIADE project would open new avenues
for Al-driven medical research and innovation.

JIPMER Director Dr. V.S. Negi emphasised the institute's historic ties with
France and said the collaboration would enrich learning experiences for
students and researchers from both nations. He outlined the facilities offered
to visiting French scholars under the programme.

Prof. Reena Gulati, principal coordinator of the ILIADE project at JIPMER, led
discussions between faculty members from the participating institutions on
potential research collaborations. The French delegation also visited several
JIPMER departments with shared research interests.

Link: https://www.dinamalar.com/news/kalvimalar-news-en/jipmer-french-
institutes-join-hands-for-healthcare-research-under-iliade-
consortium/57885
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