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Business Minutes

JIPMER Organises Comprehensive National Hand Surgery
Course

personBusiness Minutes
February 04, 20261 minute read

The Department of Orthopedic Surgery, Jawaharlal
| Institute of Postgraduate Medical Education and Research
(JIPMER), Puducherry, organized a comprehensive one-
day academic program titled “JIPMER Hand Course -
Everything About Hand" on February 1, 2026. The course
 emerged as a major national-level academic event,
drawing participation from orthopedic surgeons, plastic
surgeons, hand surgeons, postgraduate trainees, and
senior residents from various parts of the country.

Hand surgery is a highly specialized field that demands an
in-depth understanding of anatomy, biomechanics, trauma management, and reconstructive principles.
The JIPMER Hand Course was conceptualized to provide a structured, practical, and evidence-based
approach to common as well as complex hand conditions, with a strong emphasis on clinical decision-
making and surgical technique.

The program featured expert-led interactive lectures, algorithm-based discussions on hand trauma, high-
definition surgical video demonstrations, and a hands-on workshop on tendon repair techniques, making
it an academically rich and practically oriented learning experience.

The course was led by a panel of eminent faculty members with extensive experience in hand,
orthopedic, and plastic surgery, representing leading institutions across the country. Renowned faculty
from Stanley Medical College, JIPMER and others participated.

The academic sessions covered an extensive range of topics including congenital hand anomalies such
as syndactyly, polydactyly, radial club hand, and hypoplastic thumb. Sessions on hand infections
addressed conditions such as felon, paronychia, flexor tenosynovitis, and deep palmar space infections.

The program included high-quality surgical video demonstrations of commonly performed hand
procedures, enabling participants to understand operative steps and surgical nuances.

A major highlight was the hands-on workshop on tendon repair techniques, where participants received
supervised training in core tendon suturing methods, reinforcing principles essential for optimal
functional outcomes.

The course concluded with an interactive discussion session and a formal vote of thanks.

Link: https./ /www.businessminutes.in/2026/02/jipmer-organises-comprehensive-national-hand-

surgery-course.html
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Jipmer senior
resident tops
AIIMS super
speciality exam

The Hindu Bureau
PUDUCHERRY

Vignesh Durai, Senior Resi-
dent in the Department of
Obstetrics and Gynaecolo-
gy, Jipmer has secured All
India Rank (AIR) 1in the In-
stitute of National Impor-
tance Super Speciality (INI-
SS) Examination - January
2026 session, conducted
by the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS),
New Delhi.

The resident doctor,
who completed his MBBS
from Stanley Medical Col-
lege, Chennai (2013-2019)
and pursued his MS in Ob-
stetrics and Gynaecology
at Jipmer (2020-2022),
topped the INI-SS exam for
the M.Ch. (Gynaecologic
Oncology) course.
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Dr Vignesh Durai and Dr Raialekshmy MR
JIPMER’s
senior resident,
alumna top in
national exams

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Puducherry

JAWAHARLAL Institute of
Postgraduate Medical Educa-
tion and Research (JIPMER)
has added another feather to its
cap after Dr Vignesh Durai, a
senior resident at the Puduch-
erry-based institute’s Obstet-
rics and Gynaecology depart-
ment, secured All India Rank
(AIR) 1 in the Institute of Na-
tional Importance Super Speci-
ality (INI-SS) January 2026
examination.

The highly competitive INI-
SS examination is conducted
by the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (ATIMS), New
Delhi, for admission to super-
speciality courses across pre-
mier medical institutions in
the country: ‘

Recently, Dr Rajalekshmy
MR, an accomplished alumna
of the institute, secured All In-
dia Rank 1 in the Surgical
Group in the NEET Super Spe-
ciality Entrance Examination
2025, conducted in December
2025. ] i

Congratulating Dr Vignesh
on his achievement, the Direc-
tor and faculty of JIPMER
lauded his dedication, academ-
ic excellence, and clinical com-
petence. They wished him con-
tinued success in his future
academic and professional
pursuits.
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Jipmer-led regional research helps reshape global TB strategy
Published - February 04, 2026 08:49 pm IST - PUDUCHERRY

Jipmer’s partnerships with the State TB Offices of Puducherry and Tamil Nadu, the Intermediate Reference Laboratory, and
district TB units, represent one of India’s largest and longest running TB research platforms.

Epidemiological evidence from Jipmer-led regional research on Tuberculosis (TB) form a crucial part of investigative work
by Indian scientists that have reshaped global strategies on managing and lowering risk of the spread of the bacterial disease,
according to experts at the institution.

The pivotal evidence generated by Indian researchers linking nutritional status with TB disease progression, immune responses,
and treatment outcomes have influenced the World Health Organisation’s (WHO) 2025 Consolidated Guidelines on Nutrition
and Tuberculosis that lay emphasis on nutritional support as a core component of TB care and prevention.

“Undernutrition remains the single largest risk factor for developing active tuberculosis in India, contributing to nearly 35%
of the country’s TB burden. The recognition of this critical link has directly shaped WHO global policy and National
Tuberculosis Elimination Programme (NTEP) strategies on nufrition sensitive TB care,” said Senbagavalli Prakash Babu,
programme manager, INDO-US-TB-Project, Department of Preventive and Social Medicine at Jipmer.

These findings also support the economic case for scaling up nutritional interventions for TB patients in India, she added.

Multidimensional research on TB has been largely driven by national and international collaborations supported by the
Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), National Institute for Research in
Tuberculosis (NIRT), National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme (NTEP), the Warren Alpert Foundation, and the U.S.
National Institutes of Health (NIH).

Among the key researchers were Sonali Sarkar (Professor, Department of Preventive and Social Medicine, Jipmer), Noyal
Mariya Joseph (Additional Professor, Department of Preventive and Social Medicine, Jipmer) and Ellner (Rutgers University),
Jipmer said.

These efforts spanning multiple districts and academic institutions across India and involving various agencies such as
RePORT India (Regional Prospective Observational Research for Tuberculosis) and the TB LION Consortium, have
demonstrated how low body mass index and poor nutritional status worsen TB progression, treatment response, and post-TB
outcomes.

Jipmer’s partnerships with the State TB Offices of Puducherry and Tamil Nadu, the Intermediate Reference Laboratory (IRL),
and district TB units across four to five districts, represent one of India’s largest and longest running TB research platforms.
Involving TB specialists S. Govindarajan and Muthuraj Muthaiah, the programme has enrolled over 2,450 active TB cases and
3,570 household contacts over the past 11 years under the RePORT and TB LION platforms.

Jipmer, which recently was designated a Centre for Advanced Research in Infectious Diseases (Tuberculosis) by the ICMR,
has parallely helped constitute the TB — Undernutrition Working Group under The Union (International Union Against
Tuberculosis and Lung Disease) as a global platform to coordinate research, policy, and programmatic action on nutrition-
sensitive TB care.

Currently, the INDO-US TB Programme at Jipmer is spearheading several new national and international research initiatives
addressing key gaps in tuberculosis prevention, diagnosis, and care. One such initiative is the Indian National Tuberculosis
Consortium (InTGS) — a multi-centric study conducted in collaboration with the NTEP and Central TB Division (CTD),
funded by DBT.

Another multi-centre clinical study is probing the efficacy, safety, and tolerability of an Ayurveda regimen as an adjunct to
anti-tuberculosis treatment (ATT) and macronutrient supplementation on nutritional and clinical outcomes, funded by CCRAS,
Ministry of Ayush, while a translational research project, supported by BIRAC and DBT, seeks deeper understanding of the
molecular and immunological correlates of tuberculosis-induced cachexia, Jipmer said.

Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/puducherry/jipmer-led-regional-research-helps-reshape-global-tb-
strategy/article7059 1572 .ece#:~:text=Published%20%2D%20F ebruary%2004%2C %202026%2008.0f%20TB%20care%20a
nd%?20prevention




