et KRR ERENEN .~

Region

‘Centn;la-State synergy
crucial in carryl ng
out health initiatives’

Union Health Minister J.P. Nadda reiterates the Centre’s commitment

to providing support to Puducherry in achieving its healthcare goals

The Hindu Bureau
PUDUCHERRY

nion Health Minis-
Uter J.P. Nadda re-

cently chaired a vi-
deo conference with top
officials of the Puducherry
government to review the
implementation of crucial
national health  pro-
grammes across the Union
Territory.

Key decisions taken dur-
ing the video conference
included the Health De-
partment’s plan to devise
strategies to scale up the
vaccination coverage for
Measles-Rubella (MR) pro-

phylaxis, especially among

the vulnerable

populations.

Emphasis was placed al-
so on strengthening sur-
veillance systems and ad-
dressing any logistical
challenge in eliminating
measles and rubella.

Measures to detect TB
During the meeting, Mr.

Nadda reviewed the pro--

gress of the measures ta-
ken to detect tuberculosis
(TB) cases.

He also stressed the im-
portance of collaborative
efforts between the Union
government and the State
governments to ensure the

prom. JP. Nadda discussing healthcare mutlatlves
with officials through video conference. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The implementation
of national health

programmes in the
U.T. were reviewed

during the meeting

effective implementation
of crucial health pro-
grammes. Mr. Nadda reit-
erated the Centre’s com-
mitment to providing
support to Puducherry in
achieving its healthcare
goals.

K. Lakshminarayanan,

. Minister for Public Works;

who spoke on behalf of
Chief Minister N. Rangasa-
my, said that the Union
Territory was committed
to promptly achieving the

* targets set for healthcare,

according to a press note. .

The implementation of
the Pradhan Mantri-Ayush-
man Bharat Health Infras- -
tructure Mission (PMAB-
HIM), an initiative aimed at
strengthening the health-
care infrastructure, was al-
so assessed.

Infrastructure projects

Other discussions focused
on the progress of infras-
tructure development pro-
jects and its impact on the

Jayanta Kumar Ray,
Health Secretary; Vir Singh
Negi, Director, JIPMER; V.
Ravichandran, Health Di-
rector; and S. Govindara-
jan, Mission Director, Na-
tional Health Mission
(NHM), were among those
who attended the review

meeting.
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Pondy govt releases manual for
docs on treating poisoning cases

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Puducherry

IN a bid to boost toxicology pre-
paredness, Puducherry govern-
ment has launched a state-spe-
cific manual for doctors and
nurses to treat poisoning cases,
and completed a training work-
shop for 81 healthcare profes-
sionals. The initiative, part of
the TOXI-TRAIN workshop
held at the Indira Gandhi Medi-
cal College & Research Insti-
tute (IGMC&RI), concluded on
Saturday.

The manual, tailored to the
toxicological profile of the un-
ion territory, is aimed at stand-
ardising the management of
poisoning cases across all
healthcare levels. It will be dis-
tributed to primary health cen-
tres (PHCs), community health
centres (CHCs), and the district
hospital. Designed for doctors
and nurses, the manual ensures
evidence-based and uniform
treatment protocols in poison-
ihg emergencies.

. The TOXI-TRAIN workshop
was jointly organised by
IGMC&RI’s Department of
Emergency Medicine & Trau-
ma, the INDIA-EMS Project
(supported by the Indian Coun-
cil of Medical Research), and

temic readiness.

The TOXI-TRAIN workshop conducted at Indira Gandhi Medlcal College & Research
Institute in Puducherry concluded on Saturday | express

the Directorate of Health &
Family Welfare Services. The
programme focused on enhanc-
ing Puducherry’s capacity to
handle poisoning cases through
hands-on training and knowl-
edge dissemination.

A total of 81 healthcare pro-
fessionals — 35 doctors and 46
nurses — from various institu-
tions including PHCs, CHCs,
and tertiary hospitals were
trained as master trainers.
They will now serve as resource
persons, further training col-
leagues within their institu-
tions and strengthening sys-

Medicine & Trauma at JIPMER
and principal investigator of
the INDIA-EMS Project. He was
supported by Dr Surendar R,
assistant professor at IGMC&RI
and co-principal investigator, |
and Dr Sooriyaprasannan S, re- |
search scientist with ICMR and
the project-cum-workshop

The workshop was led by Dr
Manu Ayyan, associate profes-
sor, Department of Emergency

coordinator.

Speaking at the valedictory
function, Dr C Udayasankar, di-
rector of IGMC&RI, under-
scored the growing importance |
of emergency medicine and |
trauma care in Puducherry, |
particularly in light of increas- |
ing toxicological incidents. He |
commended the initiative for |
building long-term capacity |
through systematic training.




