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National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC), under Directorate General of Health Services, Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare, Government of India is the national nodal agency for planning, co 

ordination & implementation of Guinea Worm Eradication Programme in the country and is maintaining 

post eradication surveillance and conducting investigation for all suspect Guinea Worm cases reported 

or published in the country. 

However, various case reports/articles on cases of Guinea Worm disease are been published in 

different journals from time to time without verification/confirmation of the diagnosis by NCDC. 

Considering the sensitivity of the matter, the issue has to be brought to the notice of al 

concerned doctors/researcher professionals across different medical colleges/hospitals in India who are 

publishing articles/case reports in various Journals regarding Guinea worm disease. The matter should 

be brought to the notice of the concerned national nodal agency(NCDC) before proceeding for 

publication. 

In this regard, a letter from DG & Director NCDC is being attached for information and 

necessary action by all concerned. 



Chairme 

Prof. (Dr.) ATUL GOEL 
MD (Med.) 

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF HEALTH SERVICES 

Government of India 

Dear Colleagues, 

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare 

Directorate General of Health Services 

File No.:36-1/2006-PRC 

Dated the: 16" May, 2023 

Subject: Publication of Articles/Case Reports pertaining to Guinca 

Worm Discase in Journals - regarding. 

National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) is the nodal agency for 

planning, co-ordination, implementationof Guinea Worm Eradication 

Programme in the country. 

WHO has certified India to be free of Guinea Worm (Dracunculiasis) 

transmission in the year, 2000. The disease was endemic in seven states of 

the country and the last case of Guinea Worm was reported in July, 1996 in 

Rajasthan. Since 1996, no confimed case of Guinea Worm has been reported 
from India. 

As part of the post elimination strategy, recommended by International 
Commission for Certification of Dracunculiasis Eradication & WHO, India 

is maintaining surveillance and conducting rumor investigation for all suspect 
Guinea worm cases reported or any publications in the country through 
NCDC. 

However, it has been observed that various case reports/articles on 
Guinea Worm discase are been published in different journals from time to 

time without verification/confirmation of the diagnosis. 

Any publication/case report must not have the mention of Guinea 
Worm in the title or text before being confirmed systematically by 
epidemiological linkages, morphological examination of the worm and by 
molecular methods as the country has been certified free of the Guinea Worm 
disease. 

Considering the sensitivity of such matters, due diligence should be 
observed by all researchers/authors before publishing any articles/case reports where in particulara disease like Guinea worm which has already eradicated from the country is under question. 
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For this purpose, any such reported case must be brought to thc noice 
of the concened national nodal agency NCDC belore procccding for 
publicaion. No casNe report/article pertaining to Guinca worm discase should 

Ibe published without contimation of the diagnosis by NCDC, 

In this regard, suitableinstructions may be kindly be issucdand natler 
be brought to the notice of all concerned researclhers/authors/peer 
reviewers publishers working within your donmain. 

To, 

With Regards, 

Yours Sincercly, 

(Atul Goe) 

All Principal / Dean of Medical Colleges (Distribution - As per list 
attached). 
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